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Definition of responsive caregiving

Responsive caregiving is based on caregiver sensitivity and responsiveness to 

the child.  It is care that is prompt, consistent, contingent, and appropriate to 

the child’s cues, signals, behaviours and needs.  It refers to secure attachment 

and caregivers’ abilities to incorporate the child’s signals, to be attuned to and 

identify the child’s needs and wants, to follow the child’s lead, help the child to 

focus, support the child’s exploration and scaffold development.  (adapted from 

WHO ECD guideline, 2020)



Towards valid and reliable measures for assessment  

Measurement tools and 
indicators for assessing 
nurturing care for early 
childhood development: 
A scoping review  Measurement 

tools and indicators for assessing nurturing care for early 
childhood development: A scoping review | PLOS Global 
Public Health

The Nurturing Care 
Framework: Indicators for 
Measuring Responsive 
Care and Early Learning
Activities https://nurturing-care.org/assessing-

responsive-caregiving-and-early-learning-activities

Assessing responsive caregiving: 
• Observational (live or video-recorded)
• 5-minute window for observation
• Examples are adapted to given context during training/field testing
• Dimensions are conceptually aligned with definition and were selected from 

methods prior used in HICs and LMICs
• Freely available

https://journals.plos.org/globalpublichealth/article?id=10.1371/journal.pgph.0000373
https://journals.plos.org/globalpublichealth/article?id=10.1371/journal.pgph.0000373
https://journals.plos.org/globalpublichealth/article?id=10.1371/journal.pgph.0000373
https://journals.plos.org/globalpublichealth/article?id=10.1371/journal.pgph.0000373


Dimensions Indicator Examples of Definitions

Responsive interactions

Verbal
Caregiver repeats, builds on, or expands on child's talk, or verbally 

responds to child's activity or question

Non-verbal Caregiver allows child take the lead and follows their lead

Caregiver-initiated 

interactions

Verbal Caregiver directs or instructs child to engage in an activity 

Non-verbal
Caregiver manages activity and the materials that child and 

caregiver are engaged in 

Negative affect and 

action

Verbal
Caregiver commands child to stop engaging in activity he/she is 

interested in, if activity is also safe and productive

Non-verbal
Caregiver abruptly moves child, handles child roughly, pushes, 

shakes or hits child or physically removes play object

Instructions for the Coder: Provide the caregiver and child with a toy and/or picture corresponding to the age of the child. Code the 
frequency of all meaningful interactions.
Instructions to the Caregiver: We are asking you to engage with your child as you normally would about these pictures/materials.

Observing caregiver-child interactions 



Application of the methodology 

With thanks to USAID Advancing Nutrition 

for sharing the data



Beyond measurement to practice 

If programs are to be effective in 
supporting caregivers to be responsive 
to their young child, then providers 
must have the skills to:

• Observe caregiver-child 
interactions 

• Praise good practice

• Demonstrate, advise, and coach 
on  responsive interactions 
between caregiver and child 



New developments in measurement: Responsive caregiving

Fill existing gap in measurement landscape; 
respond to the need for a short, easy to 
administer population-level survey measure of 
responsive caregiving; improve on existing 
question/measure (e.g., both conceptual and 
expanding age range to capture responsive care 
among all children under 5); ensure conceptual 
alignment with recent advances in theoretical 
understanding

RationaleCurrent MICS question on early stimulation



New developments in measurement: Responsive caregiving

Objective

Population-level monitoring of responsive caregiving; inform national policy and 
interventions; evaluate impact and effectiveness of programmes/interventions at 
population-level

Intended 
uses

Content Children’s exposure to responsive and nurturing caregiving at home (or its absence)

Respondent Caregivers of young children

Develop and validate a culturally relevant and internationally applicable population-
level survey measure on responsive caregiving for integration in household surveys 
and other relevant data collection platforms



Supporting streams of work

New measure of responsive 

case will build on and 

consider the comprehensive 

operational definitions of 

neglect outlined in the 

ICVAC

https://data.unicef.org/resources/international
-classification-of-violence-against-children/

https://data.unicef.org/resources/international-classification-of-violence-against-children/
https://data.unicef.org/resources/international-classification-of-violence-against-children/


Supporting streams of work

➢Children living outside of family care

➢Data collection protocol and tools for census, enumeration 

and survey on children in residential care

➢Phase One: Collect data on the number, location and basic 

characteristics of all institutions and number and basic 

characteristics of all children living in institutions

➢Phase Two: Follow-up survey on representative sample of 

children living in institutions to collect data on selected 

measures of well-being

➢Once ready, new measure will be integrated as part of Phase 

Two to generate data on children's experience of responsive 

care within residential care institutions

https://data.unicef.org/resources/data-collection-protocol-on-children-in-residential-care/


New developments in measurement: Mental health

➢Measures of mental health as part of MICS7

➢Complimentary module on Adult Functioning with 

items on anxiety & depression for adults 18-49 years 

➢Other questions for young parents aged 15-17 years



Thank you
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