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CURRENT STATUS AND CONTEXT OF NATIONAL NUTRITION 

INFORMATION SYSTEM
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Nutrition 
Data 

Sources

Surveys (DHS, 
MICS, IHS, 

WMS, Baseline, 
LQAS, 

fortification)

DHIS2 & RAPID 
PRO

NNIS

Early Warning 
Systems 

(SMART, MVAC, 
IPC)

Nutrition 
Resource 

Tracking System

There were multiple information systems- RONDOMS, NURTS, DHIS2, RAPID

SMS, SUN MIS (excel based), CMAM DATABASE (MS access based) used for

collecting nutrition data from the health facilities and community.



Data Entry in NNIS

3. Selecting the 
data entry form

ii. Select a dataset from the 
drop down

i. Locate organization 
unit
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Reporting of the Nutrition Data 

5

HEALTH

MoH

DISTRICT 
COUNCIL

National

District

Sub-district FACLITIES

DNHAMoAIWD MoEST MoGCDSW

AGRICULTU
RE

EDUCATION GENDER

EPA SCHOOLS TA



Driving force for Multi-Sector Nutrition Information System 

•The FIVE ONES PRINCIPLE (Policy, Strategy, M&E framework, 
Coordinating office, SBC)

•To address multiple and scattered information systems under one 
single application

•To provide simplified analytical and reporting system at district and 
national level to strengthen planning and evidence-based decision 
making.

•To provide real time data for decision making

•To create a HOME for nutrition data



Products of Nutrition Data
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http://www.dnha.gov.mw/
http://41.87.6.124/dhis/


NNIS Dashboard



Nutrition Dashboard and Website
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How is the data collected used?

Feedback

Policy

Planning

Programming

Advocacy

Resource Mobilization



Key Success facilitators

• Availability of multi-sector Nutrition M and E framework

• Able to monitoring overall nutrition programme performance and 
coverage

• Identification of  high burden areas of malnutrition

• Creation and institutionalization of a coordinating office with clear 
mandate 

• Harmonization of data collection tools and capacity building of nutrition 
teams key in data quality & utilization

• Placement of 4 nutritionists in districts and 5 nutrition officers in each 
Ministry strengthened the enabling environment



Key Success facilitators…. Reviewed  indicators
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TOOLS 2016 From 2017 to date

M&E FRAMEWORK 117 Indicators 60 Indicators

REPORTING FORMS Too many data items
Only essential data 
items

INFORMATION SYSTEM
Multiple information
systems for nutrition

A single multi-sector 
nutrition information 
system



Key challenges with routine information systems
• Web based NNIS requires use of tablets for simplified data collection and 

uploading 
• Currently it is paper based reporting from community to District to input into NNIS 

• Process leads to delays in reporting and compromised quality of data

• Requires continuous capacity building every time the system upgraded 

• Inadequate capacity (M and E officers) at the district level to manage the 
system 
• Now training all the 4 nutritionists to support the M and E officer

• Limited resources to maintain the subscription for website (Donor 
dependent)
• Now Government to allocate resources for sustainability 



Efforts to strengthen routine information system 
to measure progress in ECD
• At nutrition programme delivery level: 

• ECD interventions have been incorporated at all service delivery 
platforms (Community care groups, antenatal, GMP, NRUs etc)

• Reviewing indicators to include ECD in the NNIS for routine tracking

• Review indicators in the NNIS to incorporate the some ECD indicators w 
following the review of the Nutrition Policy and Strategy

• Periodic capacity building of frontline workers in data collection and 
reporting

• Placement of nutrition front line workers to support in data collection 



What can be done moving forward
• Migrate from paper based to use of tablets for timely reporting and 

reduce workload 

• Simplification data capturing tools and interpretation for use at 
community level

• Government and Development partners to join hands in financing NNIS 
for sustainability

• UNICEF is supporting review of the NNIS to include high frequency 
ECD indicators



Conclusion

• Robust Information System lead by government is possible if adequate 
technical and financial support is provided in a sustainable way. 

• Emerging issues must build in the existing systems rather than 
creating a parallel system to fit specific partner interest.



Thank you
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