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The ECD Country profiles present in
one place the latest information
to assess country progress in
improving the health, development
and future prospects of young
children all over the world




When and why were the country
profiles developed?

Like all good things ... over dinner ... in Washington
in October, celebrating the launch of the 2017
Lancet Series Advancing Early Childhood
Development: From Science to Scale

“We need a way of monitoring the implementation
and impact of Nurturing Care ... something like
Countdown”




Nurturing Care moved quickly = =Salaieslis

A FRAMEWORK FOR HELPING CHILDREN SURVIVE AND
THRIVE TO TRANSFORM HEALTH AND HUMAN POTENTIAL

May 2018, Geneva

— Launch of the Nurturing
Care Framework during 1R BN I
the 71st World Health W
Assembly |

“Never before has the opportunity of energizing
investments in early childhood development been as
good as it is now. We have a unique opportunity

i % which is why we need the Nurturing Care Framework
NURTURING CARE

RLY CHILDHOOD.

and

to help guide action to ensure that ministries of

health are fully engaged in this effort.”

Country profiles
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Nurturing Care has grown solidly...

A framework for helping children SURVIVE and THRIVE to TRANSFORM
health and human potential
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As have the country profiles ...

The first ECD Country
Profiles included data for
91 low- and middle-
income countries.

The Profiles were

@ updated and extended
to 138 low- and-middle
income countries

The Profiles were updated

2020 and extended to 197
countries, including 63 high-
income countries

The Profiles were updated
and regional profiles
produced




The Profiles are produced by the Nurturing Care
for Early Childhood Development Joint Technical
Working Group of the Countdown to 2030

Linda Richter (chair), Diego Luna Bazaldua, Maureen Black,
Claudia Cappa, Bernadette Daelmans, Amanda Devercelli, Tarun
Dua, Joshua Jeong, Joan Lombardi, Elizabeth Lule, Chunling Lu,
Dana Charles McCoy, Chemba Raghavan, Kate Strong and Emily

Vargas-Baron.

The working group is part of the larger Countdown to 2030,
chaired by Ties Boerma.

UNICEF serves as Secretariat for the TWG and is the institutional
home for funding, updating and producing the profiles



ECD part of Countdown to 2030

e Started in 2003 as Countdown to 2015 to track MDG Goals
4 and 5 (child mortality and maternal health to 2015

* Countdown to 2030 (2015-2019) to track the SDGs and
particularly the Global Strategy for Women’s Children’s
and Adolescents’ Health (2016-2030)

e Countdown 2020-2022 focus on collaborative country work

oK, Country profiles on:
*1 - Women’s Children’s and
Countdown to 2030
Women'’s, Children’s & Adolescents’ Health AdOIesce ntS’ H ed Ith
- Early Childhood Development
https://www.countdown2030.org/ - Equity




Data for the country profiles

Compiled from publicly available global indicator
databases

 UNICEF-supported Multiple Indicator Cluster Surveys (MICS)
* USAID-supported Demographic and Health Surveys (DHS)

e Other nationally representative household surveys and
censuses (eg China)

* Agreed modelled estimates (seg stunting)

Country data published in high impact journals

Accompanied by a Technical Appendix with
indicator definitions, together with the underlying

Excel database
e e




ECD data collected in Multiple Indicator
Cluster Surveys (MICS) & and some
USAID Demographic and Health Surveys

QUESTIONNAIRE FOR
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(DHS)

EARLY CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT MODULE
- ECDI (now replaced by ECDI2030)

- Support for child development/early stimulation — 1 question on 6
activities, eg In the past 3 days told stories to NAME?

- Availability of books and playthings
Attendance in ECE

Inadequate supervision

Child Discipline Module — 1+ question, multiple responses, eg Shouted,
yelled or screamed at NAME

Complementary Module on Child Functioning (2-4y) — 14 questions, eg Does NAME use
any equipment or receive assistance for walking ?



40 Indicators

EARLY CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT 2023 updates *1
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THRIVE

NURTURING CARE

FOR EARLY CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT

Country profiles

for early childhood development

Countdown to 2030

‘Women’s, Children’s & Adolescents’ Health

Technical Appendix

Components of nurturing care: Early learning

Indicator

Rationale

Definition

Data source

Children's books in the home

Exposure to written material and
pictures, accompanied by caregiver
narratives about words and pictures,
are the foundation of early language
and literacy development

Percentage of children aged o-59
months who have 3 or more children’s
books at home (2005-2020)

UNICEF global databases, based
on DHS, MICS and other nationally
representative surveys

Playthings at home

Play is natural to children, and the
practice and pleasure they enjoy
when playing is important to their
cognitive exploration and expansion,
Young children will learn from play
with any safe, clean objects, most
importantly when an adult engages.
and encourages the child and uses
play opportunities to label objects and
experiences for the child

Percentage of children aged 0-59
months who play with 2 or more of
the following playthings at home:
household objects or objects found
outside (sticks, rocks, animals, shells,
leaves, etc.), homemade toys or toys
that came from a store (2005-2020)

UNICEF global databases, based
on DHS, MICS and other nationally
representative surveys

Early stimulation at home

Children learn through their

own exploration, but they learn
more in interaction with others,
especially adults who mediate a
child's experience with written
material, stories, excursions and
other opportunities to teach young
children words, numbers, colours
and shapes, and to help young
children to understand ideas not
immediately present

Percentage of children aged 36-59
months with whom an adult has
engaged in 4 or more of the following
activities to promote learing and
school readiness in the past 3 days:
a) reading books to the child,
b) telling stories to the child,
©) singing songs to the child,
d) taking the child outside
the home,
e) playing with the child, and
) spending time with the
child naming, counting or
drawing things (2005-2020)

UNICEF global databases, based
on DHS, MICS and other nationally
representative surveys

Available data

Table 3 lists the indicators included in the country profiles, the number of countries and
areas with data for that indicator and the year(s) for the latest available country data
updates or estimates.

Table 3: Indicators by number of countries and year(s) for the latest available country data updates
or estimates

Indicator Number of countries with dal Year
Total population 157 2021
Annual births I 184 | 201
“Total under-five population I 184 | 201
Under-five mortality | 193 | 2019
ad development
Maternal mortality 18, 2017
Preterm births 184 2010
Low birthweight 16 201
Undr-five stunting 155 2020
Child poverty 69 2006-2015
Vialent discipline | 85 | 20053020
Inadeguate sugervision a2 20052020
Adalescent birth rate 20062020

Composite burden of risk o1 2005, 2010, 2015
Risk by sex and residence | 63 | 20062015

Lifetime cost of growth defi

it in early ehildhood 123 2010
Early childhood developmen
hild funet

ents of nurturing care - Health

Treatment for HV+ pregnant women 50 2020
Antenatal care, 4 o more visits 103 19962020
Postnatal visits o 20102020

Care-seeking for child preumonia 123 20002020

Attendance in early
childhood education

From about the age of 3 years, young
children benefit from interacting and
learning with other young children,

and preparing for the envi of

Percentage of children aged
36-59 months who are attending
an early childhood education

formal learning in school

5

UNICEF global databases, based
on DHS, MICS and other nationally
representative surveys

Indicator
definitions, data

availability by
country and date

Countries

An alphabatical list of the 197 countries and areas profiled is shown inTable 1, indicating
‘which ara also included in Countdown to 2030 and which have composite risk estimates.

Table 1 Alphabetical lst of countries profiled

Country

Afghanistan

Amencan samoa

Andorra

Anugua and Barbuda
Argentina

Armenia

Australia

Rustria

Azerbaijan

Bangladesh
Barbados
Belanus

Belgum

&olivia (Plurinational state of)
Bosnla and Herzegovina
Botswana

Briish Vingn islands
Brunel Danssalam
Bulgana

Burking Faso

Burundi

Included in
Countdown to 2030

SRS %X ST TS STt XR XL XKNS XKL R KK KRS

Included in composite
risk estimate

<
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Available in 5 languages to facilitate uptake and use
Arabic, English, French, Russian, Spanish
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2023 — Added and improved indicators

e Officially adopted national
multisectoral ECD policy indicator
(RISE Institute)

SDG 1.3.1 on children/households
receiving child or family cash benefits
replaced previous indicator used for | & once seomes o movieci i o

20% 20-39% 40-59% £079% 80%

child and family social protection (ILO) | .. s morecion

e Maternity and paternity leave el ... i
indicators and data  source revised H"°::| — U-o8 d-a6 a6
( | LO ) Not Slightly Moderately  Substantially

Intemational Code of Marketing of Breastmilk Substitutes (alignment)

* Removed indicators - national
minimum wage & lifetime cost of
child growth deficit (complex data,
not updated)



Gaps in data

* Responsive caregiving
* Trend data from repeat surveys

Responsive
caregiving

Public Information about ECD

* Data gaps
o Pa re nta I m e nta | h ea It h’ Parentzz;e;(:?tlgfonuti}:szlr:;vIsIts)

Quality child day care J

affordable quality day care, @ /
indoor and outdoor air pollution comparstvecouny

needed

etc —

* UNICEF working on caregiver self-report
guestions on responsive caregiving

e McCoy et al (2023) - summed each child’s
access to 10 indicators of nurturing care




Why disaggregate data at regional
& sub-regional levels?

Facilitate knowledge sharing and learning across regions
and sub-regions by comparing progress on specific
indicators

Highlight with-in-region disparities and room for growth
Tailor advocacy efforts to key issues in a sub-region

Encourage uptake and use of the profiles and data with
more focus and relevance



Regional and sub-regional

Asia & the ]
e East Africa:
Pacific: 41 .
. 10 countries
countries covering 50
covering 320 - 5
. million
million .
. children
children
under 5

under 5

profiles

Central
Africa: 8
countries

covering 25
million
children

under 5

Southern
Africa: 10
covering 30
million
children
under 5

West Africa:
covering 66
million
children
under 5




Country Profiles: A resource for
monitoring and to propel action

* The ECD country profiles are a high-quality, untapped,
resource for countries to address data gaps and
propel action for change

* Country investment needed in regular data collection to
fill data gaps and contribute to trend analyses

* Accelerated efforts to collect, use & disseminate data to
improve ECD before 2030




View and download the country profiles
and related materials from the following
web pages

u nlcef ‘\i@ https://data.unicef.org/resources/countdown-to-2030-ecd-
country-profiles/

for every child

oK,

Countdown to 2030 https://www.coun-tdown2030.org/earIv—chlldhood—
Women'’s, Children’s & Adolescents’ Health d eve I (o) p me nt_ p rofl Ies%zo

% - C DA Nl https://www.ecdan.org/countries.html

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

3@% NURTURING CARE  https://nurturing-care.org/resources/country-profiles



https://data.unicef.org/resources/countdown-to-2030-ecd-country-profiles/
https://data.unicef.org/resources/countdown-to-2030-ecd-country-profiles/
https://www.countdown2030.org/early-childhood-development-profiles
https://www.countdown2030.org/early-childhood-development-profiles
https://www.ecdan.org/countries.html
https://nurturing-care.org/resources/country-profiles

For research using global ECD data ...

HARNESSING GLOBAL DATA

TO ADVANCEYOUNG CHILDREN'S LEARNING & DEVELOPMENT

https://globaldatadkids.com/




Thank you
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for every child

The Partnership

for Maternal, Newborn
& Child Health

&’v World Health
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